VOTER A

You are a 55-year old Muslim man of Lebanese descent living in upstate New York. You are a
registered Republican.

Your first choice in the primaries was Republican Carly Fiorina, a former executive at Hewlett Packard.
As a strong business person, you couldn’t understand why she wasn’t doing better in the polls. When it
was clear she wasn’t going to win, you turned to Republican candidate Ben Carson. You felt he was
smart and honest, though his lack of foreign policy experience was a concern.

When you and your wife watched the Republican debates, your wife would leave the room because she
couldn’t stand watching Donald Trump. You yourself had a hard time with some of his behavior and
rhetoric. You thought he was pompous and arrogant but you figured that was a strategy. And it worked:
he beat 16 candidates and won the Republican nomination.

You figure that Trump is a negotiator: if he wanted to buy a building for $20 million, he would come to
the table offering five or maybe ten. That’s how you viewed his claim that he’d build a wall on the
Mexican border and throw out eleven million undocumented immigrants. It was an aggressive first
move. With some back and forth, Trump would arrive at some more reasonable way to deal with illegal
immigration. You don’t think it’s possible or desirable to throw out all undocumented immigrants,
except felons of course. But you do think it’s important to establish an effective border.

You describe yourself as an American of Arab descent. Both your grandfathers immigrated to the U.S.
from Lebanon as children. As a third-generation American, you’re sad to have lost touch with your
roots, but you do not regret the assimilation that was the cause of this loss. You think that when people
come to America, they should assimilate (that is, adapt to the culture and take it in).

You believe that if people want to come here, they should learn to speak English, and they should follow
American laws. If they don’t want to do that, they shouldn’t come. That’s not to say that people can’t
practice their customs, that’s fine. But they have to abide by the Constitution.

You think political correctness is destroying the country. You think Democrats are hypocrites for
celebrating America’s diversity, but then when talking about immigrants, they claim they are just like us:
they work hard and love their families. And that might be true for most immigrants, but it ignores the
fact that some people come from places that are vastly different from America and they bring this with
them.

There are people who love America the way it is and they don’t want things to change. And this is not
because they feel hostile towards immigrants or wish them harm.

To deny that change is taking place is pushing people to vote for Trump. It’s certainly pushing you in
that direction.

(This profile is adapted from an article in the New Yorker magazine.)



VOTER B

You are a 48-year-old third-generation Latino man from West Virginia. You’re running for state senate
as a Democrat, but support Trump for president.

Most people in your area are Trump supporters. This makes perfect sense to you. You figure that if
Trump does twenty per cent of what he promises, he’ll be a decent President - and maybe he really will
“make America great again,” as he promises.

Coal-mining used to be a major industry in your area. It provided good-paying jobs for lots of people and
supported the local economy. But the mines have mostly shut down. In recent years, prescription drug
addiction has reached new highs and is the cause of a lot of theft in and around town.

Now when you drive around the area, you see a lot of abandoned houses, dilapidated, with overgrown
lawns. Other homes are surrounded by garbage—old cars, tires, toys, broken TVs. It drives you crazy.
Coal isn’t coming back and West Virginia needs a new industry. Tourism would be great, but how are
you ever going to be able to pull that off when the place looks like a garbage dump? You love your
home and seeing it go to hell makes you angry.

You spent the first 24 years of your adult life in the military. You served all over the world, fought wars,
built up other countries and retired as a major. You’ve been a Democrat since you were 18. Your parents
were Democrats, so you were, too. Back then, “being a Republican was like cursing. Republicans were
greedy people who didn’t take care of the working man.”

When you came back from the Army, you realized that most of the politicians in your part of the world,
Republicans and Democrats alike, were crooks who didn’t care about anyone but themselves.

Most people in your area are registered Democrats, so when you decided to run for local office, you
opted to run as a Democrat. In the national elections, though, you haven’t always voted for Democrats.
And in the 2016 presidential election, you’re for Trump. West Virginia is historically Democratic. But in
2000, the state turned Republican. You believe this happened because Democratic nominee Al Gore
was an environmentalist whose election would be very bad for coal.

Coal is not the only issue though. Trump also appeals to you because of his stance on immigration. You
support Trump’s hard stance against illegal immigration, but not because you’re prejudiced against
Latinos. Your own family comes from Mexico. Your grandfather swam across the Rio Grande to settle
north of the border. Your father was born in West Virginia and you were too. But, you argue: “When you
start talking about bringing in refugees and when they get here they get medical and dental and they get
set up with some funds—what do we get?” So when Donald Trump says he’s going to take benefits away
from people who come here illegally and give them to people who work, that sounds pretty good to
you..

Trump’s promise to “put America first” resonates with you. It’s rare that a national politician seems to
care about the situation your state is in. You feel Trump actually cares, which is why you’re willing to

ignore things he says that sound nuts or that you disagree with.

(This profile is adapted from an article in the New Yorker magazine.)



VOTER C

You are a 38-year-old male of Cuban descent. You’ve voted Republican your whole life, but you’re not
sure how you’ll vote this year.

You come from a long line of civic and political leaders who are the Republican bedrock of Florida’s
Cuban community. You consider yourself as a Republican through and through. You’ve helped build
and maintain south Florida’s Republican base.

But this year is different. You haven’t yet decided whether you’ll vote along party lines.

Trump’s disparaging remarks about Mexicans have given you pause. And you’re not alone. Many in the
Cuban-American community express solidarity with other Latin-Americans who see Donald Trump as
anti-Hispanic. Trump's nationalistic populism also smacks of the government strongmen many Latin
Americans fled to come to the U.S.

Still, you say, "There are aspects of Trump that appeal to parts of the Cuban-American culture: strong
leadership, the ability and willingness to say bold things." Trump’s strength and his willingness to call it
as it is are enticing, especially when faced with Clinton, who's the exact opposite.

The concern for you is when Trump crosses the line “from bold to wild, unpredictable." You're offended
by his crudeness and bullying. His uninformed policy pronouncements worry you. You haven’t endorsed
Trump or Clinton and are still not sure about your vote. Neither candidate has engaged Cuban or other
Hispanic voters with any sincerity, you feel.

On the Cuban American radio station that you listen to, the host has been expressing his concerns about
Trump. He's asked his listeners to compare Trump's claims that "l am your voice" and "l alone can
solve" societal ills to the early appeals of authoritarian leaders like Cuba's Fidel Castro and Hugo Chavez,
the late President of Venezuela.

"It goes well beyond immigration to the very nature of our Latin-American problem," this radio host
says. "Many of us remember how it starts. It starts with questioning institutions. Then you destroy
institutions — you being the only person in the world who can save the nation from collapse.”

Trump’s authoritarian attitude worries you.

This profile is adapted from an article in US News.



VOTER D

You are a white female voter from the rustbelt in Ohio. You want the America of tomorrow to be
better for your grandkids. You are undecided about which candidate to support.

You are 68 years old. You have six children, 25 grandchildren and a handful of great-grandchildren. You
were born in a small city in Ohio’s rust belt and have lived here your whole life. In the 1980s, you
worked at a small manufacturing company. That was the last time you had a job. You receive about $700
each month in Supplemental Security Income. $450 Of it goes to rent for your home in the south side of
town. This doesn’t leave much to live on.

This part of Ohio has been in decline since the 1960s when foreign imports started to undercut the local
economy. During the 1980s, the area lost over 25,000 manufacturing jobs. Poverty soared. You can still
see the remains of steel mills, a reminder of what used to be. Now they’re desolate and weed-covered.

When you show people around your town, you point out: “Where these are trees now, it all used to be
mills. ... All these vacant lots here, these all used to be filled with bars and restaurants. That's where the
steelworkers, when they would get off, would come.”

You live in the poorest part of Ohio — one of the poorest parts of the country, in fact. Systematic
problems have plagued your city for decades: a lack of jobs, problems with the education system,
rampant violence, and poor employment training are just a few issues that people struggle with.

You voted for Obama in 2000 and 2004 but are undecided this year. You think Clinton is a "nice lady and
everything," but it's Bernie Sanders who you were drawn to in the primaries. You liked Sanders' promise
of free college because not all of your children were able to afford college.

You’ve seen a number of the 2016 presidential candidates come through your city, during the primaries.
Now again during the presidential election, Trump and Clinton are here every month it seems. You
haven’t yet heard either candidate discuss what you believe is one of the most pressing issues facing
your area: deteriorating infrastructure.

There seems to be a lot of interest in Trump—particularly his message about national security. But in the
end, you’re not sure those are the issues you want to hear about.

You want to hear what they all have to say about how they're going to help communities like yours on
infrastructure, education and jobs.

You admit that you’re somewhat intrigued by the idea of Clinton becoming the first female president,
but you don’t actually think either candidate can (or will) help you or your community. You say: “It
doesn't really matter to me, because nobody’s gonna help me anyway.”

Compilation profile made up of voter profiles from the rustbelt in Ohio featured on CNN and in Mother
Jones.




VOTER E

You’re a young woman from rural lowa, currently studying at the Central lowa Community
College. You caucused for Bernie Sanders in the primaries. You still “feel the Bern.”

As a young woman who supported Bernie Sanders in the primaries, you were frustrated and outraged by
the attacks of older feminists for your refusal to “vote according to your gender” in the primaries. You
think that voting for a woman candidate because of her gender is sexist. Young women like you
recognize that gender isn’t what makes a person a feminist.

Your vote in the primaries was based on policy, not on getting the first woman into the White House.
"You want somebody that values all of your principles and the morals that you stand for."

You felt that Sanders gave a voice to young voters and their concerns. He advocated for things such as
making tuition free at public colleges and universities. Hillary just wasn’t able to connect with you or
your issues. Moreover, there was so much about her that you felt was questionable. She just didn’t do it
for you.

When Hillary became the nominee, you felt lost for a while. You had no idea who you might support in
the election. Early on, Trump appeared to have made some interesting points. He even sounded like a
Democrat at times. But then, he started going off the rails. You considered sitting this one out
altogether, but these past few months have made it clear that that is not an option either.

Trump’s has shown himself to be belligerent, boorish, racist, sexist and a whole bunch of other kinds of
scary. He’s crossed all lines. It’s hard to believe that hasn’t adjusted his approach or stance. You'd think
he’d try to present himself differently, if only to appear presidential. You see him as a populist, a
demagogue. (Merriam Webster defines a demagogue as someone who who makes use of

popular prejudices and false claims and promises in order to gain power.)

You and your father have butted heads over Trump and Hillary in recent months. He’s trying to
“educate” you about the “real” Hillary Clinton. He brings up Benghazi, the emails, and the private server,
AGAIN. Initially you tried to shrug it off, but tensions have been rising when you’re at home. He argues
that she’ll be soft on terror and wonders “if the country is really ready for a woman president.” You're
insulted. And this, coming from your dad who’s always told you to be all you can be and to fight for your
rights.

You assume your dad is backing Trump. Your dad is a good guy, but he’s being played. It's showing you,
though, the importance of voting this election. You actually think Hillary is strong, intelligent and is the
kind of experienced politician who knows how to play the Washington game. Last year, this is exactly
why you turned to Bernie, but now, with everything that has happened, you’ll vote for her, come
election day.

This profile is compiled from an article on millennial voters in the Guardian.



VOTER F

You’re a 34-year-old female lawyer of African decent, practicing in a large city on the West Coast.

Even though you’re not particularly excited about Hillary, there’s no doubt in your mind that that

is who you'll vote for. You tell people: "I don’t want the first woman president to be elected because the
other person sucks, but that’s where | think we are. People either say, ‘Donald Trump is not where it’s
at, so I'm going to vote for Hillary.” Or you have people say, ‘Donald Trump is not where it’s at, so I'm
not going to vote at all.” And that’s not cool.”

You've noticed that the Clinton campaign has struggled to connect with the millennials that were at the
core of Obama’s campaign in 2008 and 2012. She’s part of the political system that young people feel
has failed them. And though voting rights were an important victory of the civil rights era, you don't feel
you owe it to anyone to participate in the presidential election.

You get that Black millennials are upset with Clinton for supporting her husband’s 1994 crime bill and
using the term “super predator” to describe young offenders. You feel she apologized, though, and
that she deserves some credit for that. She has since pledged to work towards criminal justice
reform. You feel that it's up to us as people, as voters, to put pressure on our political leaders to fight
for our communities. Sitting out is not the answer.

You are taking it upon yourself to engage young voters in your neighborhood, asking them to think
about what might happen if Republicans win the election. What if they take the White House AND keep
control of both houses of Congress? You encourage people to focus on state and local elections, because
this is the level at which officials make decisions about policing and education, issues that directly affect
all of our lives and issues -- and that you know are important to young Black voters in your community.

If you had your choice of who would become president, it would probably be Michelle Obama, but she’s
not running, Hillary Clinton is. You're pleased that the first lady and the president have become more
vocal in their support for Clinton in recent months. They, along with Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren, are able to connect with the young voters that Clinton been struggling to get through to.

You tell your friends that cannot afford not to vote, especially given that the next president will
determine the nature of the Supreme Court. All of the things that we’ve worked so hard for, not only as
African Americans, but as women, can be gone—tomorrow. We cannot allow someone who does not
care about us to win. So if that means voting for Hillary Clinton, then so be it.”

This file is compiled from a report in the Washington Post.




