
   Summary from the Kerner   
   Commission Report of 1968

Highlighting the Reasons 
for Civil Unrest in 

Urban America 



This is our basic conclusion: Our nation is moving 
toward two societies, one black, one white–separate
and unequal. Reaction to last summer's disorders 
has quickened the movement and deepened the 
division. Discrimination and segregation have long 
permeated much of American life; they now threaten 
the future of every American. This deepening racial 
division is not inevitable. The movement apart can be 
reversed. Choice is still possible. Our principal task 
is to define that choice and to press for a national 
resolution. 



     
    Why did the rebellions happen? 

Race prejudice has shaped our history 
decisively; it now threatens to affect our 
future. White racism is essentially 
responsible for the explosive mixture 
which has been accumulating in our cities 
since the end of World War II. Among the 
ingredients of this mixture are: 



● Pervasive discrimination and 
segregation in employment, 
education and housing, which have 
resulted in the continuing exclusion 
of great numbers of Negroes from the 
benefits of economic progress.



● The police are not merely a "spark" 
factor. To some Negroes police have 
come to symbolize white power, white 
racism and white repression. And the 
fact is that many police do reflect and 
express these white attitudes. 



● The atmosphere of hostility and cynicism 
is reinforced by a widespread belief 
among Negroes in the existence of police 
brutality and in a "double standard" of 
justice and protection–one for Negroes 
and one for whites. 


