Excerpts from Juliana v. U.S. Lawsuit

from https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/s/YouthAmendedComplaintAgainstUS-t9f3.pdf
[Jayden is one of the many young people who are filing as plaintiffs in this case.]
Plaintiff Jayden F., by and through her mother and guardian Cherri Foytlin, is a 12-year-old citizen of
the U.S. and a resident of Rayne, Louisiana. In 2005, Jayden moved to Louisiana Since then, she has
lived through three hurricanes and many more tropical storms. Jayden has suffered harm and will
continue to suffer harm to her and her family’s personal safety, bodily integrity, property, economic
stability, food security, and recreational interests from rising sea levels, increased frequency and
severity of hurricanes with ensuing storm surges, flooding, and high winds, all associated with or
exacerbated by climate change caused by Defendants. Jayden is also directly harmed by
Defendants’ support and promotion of fossil fuel development in Louisiana, which adversely
impacts her air and water quality and health and exacerbates the climate impacts she has
experienced and will experience in the region.
Impacts from climate change and fossil fuel development threaten Jayden’s life, liberty, and
property. With warmer ocean water temperatures, hurricanes are becoming more frequent and
more destructive. Rising sea level means higher storm surges, even from relatively minor storms,
which increase coastal flooding, storm damage, and land loss where she lives. Defendants’ approval
of the dredging of canals through marshes for oil and gas exploration and pipelines has
compounded the problem by its destruction of natural storm barriers, increased erosion, and
intense saltwater intrusion, resulting in additional land loss. In 2008, during Hurricane Gustav,
Jayden’s family lost power and water for a week. The air and water pollution from the development
of fossil fuels in southern Louisiana also threaten the health of Jayden and her family. Jayden and
her family used to enjoy visiting the beach frequently, swimming in the Gulf of Mexico, crabbing,
and eating seafood, but she has avoided these activities since the BP oil spill because residual oil is
continually dispersed across the Gulf when the increasing number of storms or hurricanes come
ashore due to climate change, making such normally enjoyable activities dangerous. Jayden enjoys
traveling and visiting family friends all along the Gulf Coast in every state from Texas to Florida and
plans to do so in the future, but the coastal impacts from climate change caused by Defendants,
including increased coastal flooding, storm damage, and land loss, will impair her ability to do so in
the future.

Summary of the lawsuit’s argument against the U.S. government

For the past fifty years, Defendants have known about the danger to Plaintiffs’ safety created by
carbon pollution. Acting with full appreciation of the consequences of their acts, Defendants
knowingly caused, and continue to cause, dangerous interference with our atmosphere and climate
system. Defendants have knowingly endangered Plaintiffs’ health and welfare by approving and
promoting fossil fuel development, including exploration, extraction, production, transportation,
importation, exportation, and combustion, and by subsidizing and promoting this fossil fuel
exploitation. All of these deliberate actions by Defendants have cumulatively resulted in dangerous
levels of atmospheric CO2, which deprive Plaintiffs of their fundamental rights to life, liberty, and
property. Plaintiffs come before this Court to secure their fundamental rights under the
Constitution, before it is too late.
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