Handout: #armmewith
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missjohnstonsiourney The day taschars are sske 13 carry guns In she classraam is the
day i iezve my drezm job I've had since | was 16 years aid. | don‘t went to take away

uns. | want control on them. Mandatory safety courses, thoraugh background checks,
mit purchases of fire arms 3t cne time, licenses and permits. There's NO NEED FOR A
15 YEAR OLD T0 HAVE AN AR-15, Fenoughisencugn
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#ArmMeWith we must make our voices heard
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busymrs.b #armmeuwith ample time to build relationships, so that
e Kid knows that they marter, zre loved, ang have a plzce on this

@ thedapperteacher
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thedapperteacher We cannot afford o ignore the truth about what is
hapoening in our country. What is truly Trightening is the number of
ecple who refuse to make decisions based upan facts. It s 2 fact that
{amilies sent their loved ones to school and now they are planning
funerals. |t is & fact that futures ware ended when they were just
beginning. It is 3 fact that 100 many students have lost their [ves ina
space where they are supposed 1o be educated and protected. It s a
fact that toa many people in power are not using that power 1o bring
necessary chenges that could prevent things like this from
happening. Far to many bullets claim our students in the strests far
‘them to claim our students in schoo, too. We don't need rhetoric when
reality is working overtime. #ArmMeWith the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. « « « ducation #teacl
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#olackhistorymonth #blackhistory #armmawit
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@ _hipsterteacher

The resources and funding to
help students in crisis ang
smaller class sizes so | can
better know my students.
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stertaachar. We hae the chance to make changs. s e that we say snauch s
Encugh. Arming tezchers is not & salution, i need funding and resources i betser helo
students who menzzl we clzss 22 10
batter know our students and their families. And we need |aws to help prevent weapons
from baing essily sccessinle to al. Join the movement, #armmenith and -
agains: gun volence and mass murder in our schools Aenoughisenaugh rssi:
#guncontra| #standup #notanamore #gunsafety smantalhesith siove
#aducatorsagainstgunviclenca
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@ thesuperneroteacher

7,829 likes
thesuperherotescher #armmevith the rescurces and funding needed to help students
exgeriencing mantal health issues, NOT guns. Teachers, now (more than ever) is the fime
10 take and stand and say we will ot accept 2nother one of our students being lost to
anather senseless school shacting. e have to strive for MORE. Qur students deserve it
Call, write, march... 6o wnatever you can 1o show enough is encugh— we NEEC stranger
g laws, e NEED funding for mental neath ssues, e NEED ot studenis o L[V E 20
they can change the future of this country. #resist #standup #guncantrol

i #gunsaraty

e #taachertribe
#iteachtoo #tezchersmattar
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buildingbrilliance This Is a mavemant that | can 100% gat on board

with. If you've heard me talk about my class size the last couple years,
‘you will not be surprised that this is one of my hot button issues. In the
mind of children, negative attention is still attention, and | believe that
25 We raise class sizes, overload t2achers, and cut Support, we will
continue to see major behavioral, social, and emational isstes rise ta
unparalieled levels. | think that reaching out to educators about ways
that we can active, not reactive, in the education world to
reduce violence of any kind is absolutely one of the best placas to
start making a change! ... . .. ieWith #RealTal
#issuasinEducation #iTeach2nd #iTeachard # Teacharlife
#TeachersOfinstagram # TeacherCommunity #TargetTeachers

view all 67 comments

1 MONTH

Sandra Goins Retwested
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#frmMeWith social-emotional learning, restorative practice and crisis de-
escalation strategies
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Handout: Oklahoma art teacher Laurissa Kovacs’ tweet

Ol hera's my story and why I'm walking cut. This is my fourth
wear teaching im Oklzhoma and after taxes and insurance | take
home 52,311 a month, 527,732 a year. | could make about 20
grand more oy moving bo Texas or Arkansas, and many teachers
are doimg just that. Oklahoma is losing gualified teachers every
day. These kids deserve the opoorunity of 2 great education but
wa canmol give them that if all our teachers are emerngency
certified or comgdetaly owver worked.

| teach six classes each day. As of foday this is how many
studants | have in art class:

2nd Hour- 30 students

3rd Hour- 27 students

ath Hour- 32 studenis

St Hiowur- 18 studenis

Gt Hour- 23 sbudenis

Tt Hour- 30 studenis

This is way too many students for one clasa. Especially art class.
I've had to cut back on the fun, amibitious, and exciting projects
literally Decauss there isn't enough room on the table for 32 kids. |
literally cio not hawe enough chairs for 32 studenis. This photo is
something every one of my students is familiar with. This chair, or
ciheelk-pincher, is what my students have 1o sit on. Most of the
cihairs im my room book ke this. Once they get to this point it's
only a matier of time before the botlom goes complately out.
Teday a student actually camied his chair with him 1o sharpan his
pencil because e got in eary enough to gat a good cheir. |'ve
gotten a few new students and had to throw a bottom-less chair
away 50 tormasrow I'mehaving to bring ina couple of folding chairs
I have hera at home. That's wihy I'm walking out.

Trese kids dessrve so much better than this.
They deserve teachers who are gualfied 1o 1each.

They deserve classes that are small enough that the teachers cen
actually spend some time with each sbudent.

They deaerve CHAIRS.

They desarve a gualty education just as much as kids in
surrounding states.

This i albout so much more than a raise. it's about the future of
Oklamoma. Tmat's why I'mowalking out.

And this bill that just passed is no where near enough to make an
actual difference. I'm still ready to walk out and stand my ground.

Edit: Wow thank you all for the shares and messages of
encouragement! Hundreds of people have asked if they can
donate anything so | created an amazon wish Est.

httpe:ifwww.amazon.comigp/ragisingdwishlist 2608WSNEZULAN
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Handout: Teachers Strike in West Virginia, Oklahoma, Kentucky and Arizona

Public investment in K-12 schools — crucial for communities to thrive and the U.S. economy to offer
broad opportunity — has declined dramatically in a number of states over the last decade. Worse, some
of the deepest-cutting states have also cut income tax rates, weakening their main revenue source for
supporting schools.
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/a-punishing-decade-for-school-funding

The West Virginia teachers strike ... may have ignited a national labor movement, as teachers in
Kentucky, Arizona and Oklahoma are making their frustration over pay and benefits known and sharing
demands with their state legislators. .... “Last week, Kentucky teachers came out in force to protest
proposed cuts to their retirement benefits. And in Arizona and Oklahoma, two of the worst-paying
states for teachers in the country, educators are demanding salary hikes. All three appear to be taking
cues from West Virginia.”
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/west-virginia-teachers-strike-other-states-low-pay-could-
also-n855606

Dignity and respect are the root cause of every serious labor struggle. This was certainly the case in
West Virginia’s unprecedented nine-day statewide education strike. When the workers won ..., singing
and dancing erupted among the thousands who packed the state capitol. The strike produced a string of
significant victories .... Perhaps most significantly, it restored the dignity of 34,000 workers, rebuilding
the pride of West Virginia’s working class and reinforcing one hell of a union that will carry the struggle
forward. https://www.thenation.com/article/the-west-virginia-teachers-strike-shows-that-winning-big-
requires-creating-a-crisis/

Oklahoma teachers reached their breaking point after enduring no pay raises since 2008. State
lawmakers tried to avert a strike by passing measures in the past week to raise teacher salaries by
$6,100 annually and support staff salaries by $1,250 annually, as well as increase education funding by
S50 million. But the increases were only a fraction of what the teachers wanted, so the strike moved
forward. https://www.courthousenews.com/striking-oklahoma-teachers-share-their-demands/

On Wednesday, the Oklahoma legislature passed a historic tax increase — the state’s first in 28 years — to
give teachers their first salary boost in more than a decade. The $450 million tax hike required a three-
guarters majority, a barrier that has typically been insurmountable in deeply conservative Oklahoma.
“That’s something we never thought we’d see,” says Shawn Hime, executive director of the Oklahoma
School Board Association.
http://www.governing.com/week-in-finance/gov-teachers-winning-historic-tax-hikes.html

Teachers in ... [Kentucky] are furious about a surprise bill lawmakers passed last week that cuts pension
benefits for new and retiring teachers. Hundreds of teachers walked out of class Friday in response, and
about 5,000 rallied in the capital of Frankfurt Monday.
https://www.vox.com/2018/4/2/17188700/teacher-strikes-oklahoma-kentucky

Will Arizona teachers strike? That question has swirled for weeks as educators rally for higher wages
and more school funding. Leaders of the grassroots Arizona Educators United unveiled a list of demands
last week, and they’d wait to see how Gov. Doug Ducey and the legislature respond as budget
negotiations advance. .... “Arizona Educators United is prepared to do whatever it takes to reach our
demands, .... However, we will do everything in our power to avoid a strike. As educators, we’re willing
to put kids first, even when the state won’t.” https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-
education/2018/04/05/what-take-arizona-teachers-strike-walk-out-redfored/491377002/
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